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'To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Health  Committee. 

Gentlemen, 

It  is  very  much  regretted  that  an  incorrect  statement  was  made 
on  page  5,  in  my  Annual  Report  for  1948.  Tho  statement  is  ”  of 
thirty-four  samples  of  the  Town’s  water  taken,., 20  were  satisfactory 
and  14  unsatisfactory „  All  the  unsatisfactory  samples  were  from  the 
Moorlands  supply”. 

Investigation  of  these  figures  reveals  that  of  the  34  samples 
taken  for  analysis  10  were  taken  before  the  water  was  treated,  and 
20  after  treatment  and  only  4  from  tho  Moorlands  Reservoir  supply. 

Of  the  10  samples  taken  before  treatment  8  were  unsatisfactory.  Of 
the  20  after  treatment  5  ( including  2  immediately  at  the  outlet  of 
tho  filters)  were  unsatisfactory.  Of  the  4  Moorlands  Supply  Samples 
2  wore  unsatisfactory. 

The  error  has  been  caused  partly  due  to  the  complete  change  of 
staff  in  the  Health  Department  and  partly  as  a  result  of  a  mis¬ 
interpretation  of  figures.  These  figures  would  have  been  understood 
by  anyone  who  had  been  in  the  department  In  1948.  Samples  repor bed 
on  as  coming  from  Moorland  gathering  grounds  were  thought  to  he  from 
Moorlands  reservoir 0 

Yours  faithfully. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Health  Dept.,  Town  Hall, 

NEW  MILLS, 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  July,  1949. 

New  Mills  Urban  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  the  Annual  Report  on  the 
Public  Health  for  1948. 

Dr.  Titeombe  has  retired  after  serving  the  Council  so  admirably 
for  the  past  It  years.  I  should  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  Dr. 
Titeombe  for  all  his  help  since  I  took  up  my  duties. 


Section  A — Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 

Area  (in  acres)  5,242. 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  residential  population  mid¬ 
year,  1948  :  8,367. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1948) — 2688. 

Rateable  Value,  £45,134. 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate,  £177. 

The  chief  occupations  of  the  inhabitants  are  textile  weaving 
and  calico  printing,  paper  making,  metal  working  and  con¬ 
fectionery. 

Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Year. 

Total  M  F 
f  Legitimate  ...  ...  150  81  79 

Live  Births  \  Illegitimate  ...  ...  10  5  5 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  resident  population  (mid-1948) 
19-122. 


Still  Births 


/  Legitimate 
\  Illegitimate 


Total 

4 

1 


M 

3 

0 


Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births,  30-3. 

Rate  per  1,000  estimates  resident  population,  0-59. 

Deaths 

Death  rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  population,  14-581. 
Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes,  0. 

Rate  per  1 ,000  total  (live  and  still)  births,  0. 


4 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  One  Year  of  Age. 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  25-0 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ...  20-0 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  ...  100-0 

Deaths  from  cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Deaths  from  measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  ...  0 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  ...  ...  1 


The  comparison  of  the  above  figures  with  the  figures  for  the 
year  1946  (8070)  and  1947  (8180)  shows  that  the  estimated  popula¬ 
tion  continues  to  rise. 

The  birth  rate  as  for  the  rest  of  the  country  has  fallen  below 
the  1947  figure  of  23-47  but  is  still  higher  than  that  for  1946 
(16-23). 


A  comparison  of  the  vital  statistics  with  those  of  England  and 
Wales  is  as  follows  :  — 


General 

Infantile 

Birth 

Death 

Death 

Rate 

Rate 

Rate 

England  and  Wales  .. 

.  17-9 

10-8 

34 

New  Mills 

.  19  - 1 

14-58 

25 

Section  B — General  Provision  of  Health  Services 
for  the  Area 

Laboratory  facilities  are  available  at  the  Laboratories  of  the 
Derbyshire  County  Council  at  Derby,  and  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  at  Manchester. 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

These  are  now  provided  by  the  County  Council. 


Section  C — Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

Water. 

1.  (a)  The  supply  of  water  to  the  district  has,  on  the  whole, 
been  good  in  quality.  Most  of  the  district  is  supplied  from  two 
reservoirs  (Ball  Beard  and  Lowleighton)  which  receive  water 
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partly  from  gathering  grounds  composed  of  farm  lands,  and 
partly  from  water  pumped  from  an  adit  to  old  mine  workings  and 
from  which  an  abundant  supply  is  available.  During  dry  weather, 
the  reservoirs  are  almost  entirely  supplied  from  the  adit. 

A  small  part  of  the  district,  namely,  Birch  Vale,  having  a 
population  of  under  a  thousand,  is  supplied  from  Moorlands 
Reservoir,  which  receives  water  from  gathering  ground  composed 
of  moorland  and  farm  land.  In  dry  weather,  it  is  necessary  to 
pump  into  this  reservoir  from  the  main  supply  from  Ball  Beard 
reservoir.  This  water  is  not  treated  before  being  supplied  to  the 
consumer. 

2.  Four  samples  were  taken  of  private  supplies,  all  of  which 
were  unsatisfactory. 

Of  thirty-four  samples  of  Towns’  water  taken,  20  were  satis¬ 
factory  and  14  unsatisfactory.  All  of  the  unsatisfactory  samples 
were  from  the  Moorlands  supply. 

Nine  samples  taken  for  chemical  examination  were  on  the 
whole  good,  although  that  from  the  Ball  Beard  and  Low  Leighton 
supplies  was  hard. 

3.  One  sample  taken  on  August  20th  at  the  inlet  to  the  Ball 
Beard  Filters  showed  lead  present  to  the  extent  of  l/90th  of  a 
grain  per  gallon,  but  a  sample  taken  after  filtration  showed  no 
trace  of  lead. 

Action  in  Respect  of  any  Form  of  Contamination. 

4.  The  Ball  Beard  and  Lowleigliton  supplies  would  be 
greatly  improved  by  the  addition  of  a  softening  plant. 

5.  (a)  There  are  2,688  dwelling-houses  in  New  Mills  of  which 
2,553  are  supplied  from  the  public  mains  direct  to  the  houses. 

(b)  There  are  no  stand-pipes. 

Twenty-three  houses  were  connected  to  the  Towns  Supply 
during  1948.  This  entailed  some  extension  to  the  Water  Main. 

Drainage  and  Sewage. 

Sewer  Extensions  were  made  at  Windy  Knowl,  Sharston 
Green  and  Eaves  Knoll  farmhouse. 

Rivers  and  Streams. 

Pollution  is  controlled  bv  the  appropriate  authorities. 
Swimming  Baths  and  Pools. 

There  are  no  swimming  baths  in  the  area. 
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Closet  Accommodation. 


Number  of  Closets  of  each 
1948  :  — 

Privy-middens 
Water  Closets 
Waste  Water  Closets 
Pail  Closets 


type  remaining  at  the  end  of 
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1,384 

514 

36 


Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector’s  report  is  appended. 

(a)  1,453  inspections  were  made  of  dairies,  houses, 
slaughterhouses,  sanitary  arrangements,  water 
supplies,  etc. 

(b)  47  Informal  Notices  were  served. 

(c)  940  nuisances  were  abated  with  or  without  notices. 

Schools. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  the  schools  was  satisfactory. 


Section  D — Housing. 

45  Council  houses  have  been  completed  during  the  year,  and 
13  have  been  completed  by  private  enterprise. 

Administration  of  Factories  Act,  1937. 

Eight  inspections  have  been  made  during  the  year. 


Section  E — Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

118  samples  of  milk  were  collected  from  farms  in  the  Urban 
District  during  1948.  Of  these  93  samples  were  of  raw  milk  and 
25  were  samples  from  persons  holding  a  licence  to  use  special 
designations,  e.g.,  Tuberculin  Tested,  Accredited  and  Pasteurised. 
There  are  49  producers  of  milk  in  the  district  who  were  sampled 
as  follows  :  — 
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No.  of 


Samples 


3  Producers  not  sampled  ... 

0 

5 

sampled  once ... 

5 

28  „ 

„  twice  . 

56 

9 

,,  three  times 

...  27 

2 

,,  four  times  ... 

8 

1 

,,  five  times  ... 

5 

1 

,,  six  times 

6 

49  Producers 


107  Samples. 


One  retailer  (only)  sampled  seven  times  ...  7 

Two  retailers  (only)  sampled  once  ...  7 

One  outside  producer  sampled  twice  ...  2 


Total  ...  118 


The  results  of  the  examinations  are  summarised  below  :  — 


Raw  Milk  (93). 

Keeping  Quality 
(Methylene  Blue  Test) 
U.  S. 


Coliform  Organisms 
U.  S. 


40  45  27  31 

47%  53%  46%  54% 

Seventeen  samples  were  unsatisfactory  in  both  categories. 

Designated  Milk — Pasteurised  (7). 

Satisfactory  Unsatisfactory 

5  2 

71%  29% 

Designated  Milk — Other  than  Pasteurised  (18). 

Keeping  Quality 

(Methylene  Blue  Test)  Coliform  Organisms 


U. 

S. 

U. 

S. 

4 

12 

3 

8 

25% 

75% 

27% 

73% 

Two  samples  were  unsatisfactory  in  both  categories. 

(U.  indicates  Unsatisfactory.  S.  indicates  Satisfactory). 
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During  the  year  four  samples  were  found  to  contain  tubercle 
bacilli  as  a  result  of  which  three  cows  were  slaughtered  under  the 
Tuberculosis  Order  as  set  out  below. 

Sample  92 — Two  Cows  were  slaughtered. 

,,  114 — Further  samples  proved  negative. 

,,  116 — Two  cows  removed  from  herd  between  the  date  of 

sampling  and  date  of  result  of  examination. 

,,  121 — One  cow  slaughtered. 

Ice  Cream. 

During  the  year  8  samples  of  Ice  Cream  were  collected  within 
the  Urban  District,  one  of  which  was  placed  in  provisional  Grade 
III  and  seven  in  Grade  I. 

Meat. 

The  Meat  Inspector  reports  as  follows  : — 

During  the  year,  the  following  carcases  were  killed  in  the 
Slaughterhouse  at  New  Mills  : — 


Cattle 

including 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

670 

311 

2,091 

5 

Number  inspected 

670 

311 

2,091 

5 

Tuberculosis — 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

33 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

Numbers 

not 

available 

Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  infected  with  Tuber¬ 
culosis 

This  report  only  covers  the  inspections  made  by  Mr.  Hall 
and  would  constitute  about  one-third  of  the  total  killings  for  the 
twelve  months.  The  other  part  was  inspected  on  behalf  of 
Chapel-en-le-Frith  and  Buxton  by  their  own  inspectors. 

The  Slaughterhouse  is  the  central  slaughterhouse  for  the 
Rural  Districts  of  Chapel-en-le-Frith  and  Disley,  the  Urban 
Districts  of  Whaley  Bridge  and  New  Mills  and  the  Borough  of 
Buxton. 
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Other  Foods. 

Seven  ewts.  2  qrs.  20  lbs.  of  various  foods  were  condemned  by 
the  Sanitary  Inspector.  The  Slaughterhouses,  bakehouses,  etc., 
were  duly  inspected. 


Section  F — Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over,  Infectious  and 

other  Diseases. 

During  the  first  half  of  the  year  there  were  only  six  notifica¬ 
tions  and  during  the  second  half  foity-one.  Of  the  latter,  twenty, 
seven  were  in  July  and  August,  due  to  measles  and  whooping 
cough. 

In  the  epidemic  of  1947,  there  were  130  notifications  of 
measles.  These  all  occurred  in  the  first  four  months  of  the  year. 
During  1948,  which  proved  to  be  a  non-epidemic  year,  there  were 
only  22  notifications  during  the  whole  year  and  it  is  interesting  to 
note  that  none  of  these  occurred  during  the  first  four  months  of 
1948. 

One  case  of  Diphtheria  was  notified,  a  child  of  four,  which  had 
not  been  immunised.  In  spite  of  all  the  Diphtheria  propaganda 
there  is  still  some  apathy  on  the  part  of  certain  parents  to  have 
their  children  immunised.  As  a  result  the  percentage  of  children 
protected  is  not  satisfactory. 


Year 

1913 

1914 

1915 

1916 

1917 

1918 

1919 

1920 

1921 

1922 

1923 

1924 

1925 

1926 

1927 

1928 

1929 

1930 
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of  Notifications  of  Diphtheria  from  1913  to  1948. 


No.  of  Cases 

Year 

No.  of  Cases 

3 

1931 

7 

20 

1932 

4 

10 

1933 

10 

No  record  available 

1934 

10 

0 

1935 

10 

0 

1936 

6 

51 

1937 

72 

57 

1938 

44* 

No  record  available 

1939 

7 

16 

1940 

8 

18 

1941 

1 

16 

1942 

3 

8 

1943 

0 

10 

1944 

1 

9 

1945 

4 

11 

1946 

0 

3 

1947 

2 

1 

1948 

1 

*  Immunisation  commenced. 
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Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  during  the 

year  1948. 


Disease 

No.  of  cases 
notified 

Removed  to 
Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever... 

7 

5 

Diphtheria 

i 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 

3 

3 

Pneumonia 

1 

Measles 

22 

Whooping  Cough 

12 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

1 

1 

1 

Cases  of  Notifiable  Diseases  at  Varying  Ages  during  1948. 


Disease 

under 

1 

year 

l- 

3- 

5- 

10- 

15- 

20- 

35- 

45- 

60- 

Total 

Scarlet  Fever 

2 

4 

1 

7 

Diphtheria  ... 

1 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

2 

1 

3 

Pneumonia 

1 

1 

Measles 

8 

9 

5 

22 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

i 

3 

7 

1 

12 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

1 

1 

12 


Tuberculosis.  New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1948. 


There  were  no  non-notified  tuberculosis  deaths. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

F.  COCKCROFT, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

NEW  MILLS  SANITARY  DISTRICT,  1948. 

Name  of  Inspector  -  -  JOHN  A.  PEARSON 


Area  of  District  ...  ...  ...  ...  5,242  acres 

Estimated  number  of  Houses  ...  ...  2,688 

New  Houses  erected,  1948 — (a)  by  Local  Authority  45 

(b)  by  Private  Enterprise  13 


Number  of 

Number  of 

Inspections 

Nuisances 

made  by 

abated  with 

Sanitary 

or  without 

Inspector 

Informal 

Legal 

Notice 

Closets  and  Ashpits — 

Defective  privies,  pail  closets  and 

ashpits 

i 

— 

— 

1 

Dirty  Closets 

2 

— 

— 

2 

Conversion  of  Privies  into  W.C.'s... 

12 

— 

10 

6 

Defective  Water  Closets  ... 

12 

— 

— 

12 

Provision  of  additional  water  closets 

5 

— 

— 

4 

Provision  of  Portable  Ashbins 

169 

7 

19 

169 

Conversion  of  Tipplers  to  W.C.’s... 

4 

— 

— 

2 

Drainage — 

Defective  Waste  Pipe,  Traps, 

Inlets  and  Drains 

2 

— 

— 

2 

Drains  Obstructed  ... 

177 

5 

— 

155 

Other  Defects — 

Housing 

560 

27 

45 

523 

Water  Supply 

15 

— 

4 

13 

Foul  Condition  of  Houses  ... 

5 

— 

— 

5 

Offensive  Accumulations  ... 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Smoke  Nuisances  ... 

2 

1 

— 

2 

Urinals 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Nuisances  not  specified  above 

260 

1 

1 

27 

Total 

GO 

Oi 

41 

79 

925 

Nuisances 

Number  on 

Inspec- 

Notices 

abated  with 

Register 

tions 

served 

or  without 

made 

Notice 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  ... 

77 

202 

2 

10 

Bakehouses 

16 

16 

— 

— 

Slaughterhouses 

1 

— 

— 

Offensive  Trades 

1 

4 

4 

4 

Common  Lodging  Houses 

1 

3 

— 

1 

Totals 

96 

225 

6 

15 

April,  1949 


(Signed)  A.  P.  BATES. 
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